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Among the cities of Iran, Isfahan is like a
piece of jewelry that has still retained its
luster and glory throughout the centuries.
The city is so vibrant that it seems as if it has
been born today and yet it is so original that
it looks as though it has always existed. The
city’s rich culture and beautiful nature are in
such perfect harmony that one seems to be a
reflection of the other. Isfahan is an ultimate

expression of the Iranian-Islamic Culture.




For years, Isfahan has been a very exciting destination

for tourists. The city was flourished during the Safavid *

dynasty and became the capital of the Persian Empire.
Many of the famous historical monuments of the city

date back to the Safavid era. Isfahan was then one of

the largest and most populous cities of the world. &

However, the fame of Isfahan is not all about the Safa-

vid era. Nasir Khusraw, the famous globetrotter who

visited pre-Safavid Isfahan about a millennium ago, de-

scribed the city in his epic Safarnamé (literally the

Book of Travels) as : “In all Persian speakers’lands, I

have not seen a more beautiful, comprehensive and de-
veloped city than Isfahan”.

The immense and glorious beauty of Isfahan made the

French symbolist poet, Henri de Régnier, echo the

famous Persian proverb “Istahan is half of the world”.
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The city has so far signed sisterhood agreements with 17 big cities from all around the globe; among
the most famous are Freiburg, Barcelona, Florence, St. Petersburg, Baalbek, Shiyan and Kyoto. In
2006, Isfahan was elected as the capital of the Islamic Culture by the Islamic Conference of Culture
Ministers. However, Isfahan has always practiced cultural and religious diversity. For nearly four
centuries, Jolfa neighborhood in Isfahan has hosted Armenian compatriots who follow the Christian

faith. Zoroastrians and.Jews have also lived in the city since ancient times.

“Isfahan [is] among those rarer places, like Athens or Rome, which are the common refreshment of humanity.”

Robert Byron in his famous travelogue “The Road to Oxiana”






In addition to Zayanderud River, Isfahan has won its reputation for
the city’s longstanding and rich historical background. Given its
countless historical monuments, Isfahan has gained a reputation as
“The Museum of Iranian History”. In the 16th century, when the
Safavid dynasty came to power and Isfahan was selected as the
capital of the kingdom, the city experienced explosive growth and
tremendous expansions.
Istahan is well-known for its beautiful architecture that steals
visitors” hearts away. Such artistic excellence is reflected in the
city’s historic mosques, churches, bridges, and palaces. A number
of Isfahan’s historical monuments were enlisted by the UNESCO
World Heritage Centre. Among the most famous are Naqgsh-e
Jahan Square and Masjed-e Jamé of Isfahan (Friday Mosque).
The Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, Vank Cathedral, Chehel Sotoun
Palace and Chaharbagh Avenue are among other cultural,

architectural and artistic masterpieces of our city.



Isfahan Bazaar
- Olgael 1L

= Moshir=.u;
Masjed-e Jame
afaei =8 —
Nagsh-e Jahan Square’ or 'Melda:n Imam’ was Built by |
‘Shah Abbas I the Great’ at the beginning of .the 17th | "% \
century, and lzqordered on. des ‘monumental ';:?,f::’il’,"
| buildings. Known as the s ; square of the “\\ SR
'~ world, the site houses four essential elements of the \
' social and cultural structures of the Safavid era; ; Science =
E ,I & Civilization, Religion, Policy, Culture and Ecoiﬁqmy pbes
| The square is bordered by two-storey arcades and I »5'“":&
— = anchored on each side by four magnificent bulldlggs to- st
“5 ~ the east, the ¢ ‘Sheikh Lotfallah Mosque’; to the w?,g,bpha
H:§ pavilion of ‘Ali Qapu’; to the north, the portico of
';; : Qeyssarlyeh’ and to gthe south, the celebrated ‘Royal
X3 Mosque’. A- hombgenaus urban ensemble built according . =
5'} 3 F o a umque, coher§nt, and harmonious “pgn The ‘ ‘ *= W'f;i
I3 ‘Nagsh-e Jahan Squ§~e was the heart of the Safavid’ | I}
| capital and is deemed as an exceptional urbah realization. R S E‘
| 2
- ABASAbRd S LG ,: — o i I ;
3 = § Saved Alikhan = Gts e sy [
. 7
s A
A.M 3 )
i ;
y U
f gw “; «‘?
f N Sersi.




Some of many torist attractions in Isfahan
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‘Chehel  Sotoun Pal&c;’dy s a pavilion whigzhn...wq.h

~ constructed in the middle of a royal garden during the

s Teign of ‘Shah Abbas I the Great. It was used for

diplomatic purposes, particularly to host state visits. The

7z | ~ name, literally means "Forty Columns" in Persian, was

_ inspired by the twenty slender wooden golumns

. i supportmg the entrance. pavﬂwn, eruch when reﬂected

“ in the waters of the fountain, are said to appear to be

~ forty. The throne hall of this ‘Palace and the ﬂankiifg-
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4 The ‘Holy Savior Cathedral’ ¢
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Food is the last thing to worry about when you come to Isfahan.
Restaurants in the city serve amazing range of food for absolutely every taste.
To begin with Isfahan’s traditional dishes,
there are a lot to offer such as Beryani, Abgoosht or Dizi,
various kebabs, various types of Khoresh (stews of Iranian cuisine), Tah Chin,
etc.

Khoresh Mast is also a very delicious Isfahan-specific dessert which is so

famous and quite hard to resist!

Isfahan: Foods and Sweets

You should add tasty sweets of Isfahan to the list. If you are a tourist and you are visiting Isfahan, you
are not recommended to miss out the opportunity to test these delicious sweets. Gaz and Polaki are

very popular and are nationally and internationally considered as the delicious souvenirs of Isfahan.






